5 Most Immoral Things in the Bible

Genocide

God does it himself with the flood, starting in Genesis 6:5: And God saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at
his heart. And the Lord said, | will destroy man whom | have created from the face of the earth;
both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that |
have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

God commands it in Deuteronomy 7:1-4: When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land
whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and
the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and
the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou; And when the Lord thy God shall
deliver them before thee, thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no
covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them: Neither shalt thou make marriages with them;
thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For
they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so will the anger
of the Lord be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.

And in Deuteronomy 20:16-18

In Joshua 11:19-20, God hardens the hearts of the enemies of Israel specifically so he can
destroy them: There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites
the inhabitants of Gibeon: all other they took in battle. For it was of the Lord to harden their
heatrts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that he might destroy them utterly, and
that they might have no favour, but that he might destroy them, as the Lord commanded Moses.

Slavery

Leviticus 25:44-46 (New Revised Standard): As for the male and female slaves whom you may
have, it is from the nations around you that you may acquire male and female slaves. You may
also acquire them from among the aliens residing with you, and from their families that are with
you, who have been born in your land; and they may be your property. You may keep them as a
possession for your children after you, for them to inherit as property. These you may treat as
slaves, but as for your fellow Israelites, no one shall rule over the other with harshness.

Also in the New Testament! 1 Peter 2:18-20: Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with
all deference, not only those who are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh. For itis a
credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when
you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and
suffer for it, you have God's approval.

Also Sex Slavery

Deuteronomy 21:10-13: When thou goest forth to war against thine enemies, and the Lord thy
God hath delivered them into thine hands, and thou hast taken them captive, And seest among
the captives a beautiful woman, and hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her to thy
wife; Then thou shalt bring her home to thine house, and she shall shave her head, and pare
her nails; And she shall put the raiment of her captivity from off her, and shall remain in thine



house, and bewail her father and her mother a full month: and after that thou shalt go in unto
her, and be her husband, and she shall be thy wife.

And when the Israelites balk at the slaughter of women and children, God gets mad. Starting in
Numbers 31:7: And they warred against the Midianites, as the Lord commanded Moses; and
they slew all the males. And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were
slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also
the son of Beor they slew with the sword. And the children of Israel took all the women of Midian
captives, and their little ones, and took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their flocks, and all
their goods. And they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles, with
fire. And they took all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men and of beasts. And they brought the
captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and unto the
congregation of the children of Israel, unto the camp at the plains of Moab, which are by Jordan
near Jericho. And Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all the princes of the congregation, went
forth to meet them without the camp. And Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the
captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, which came from the battle. And Moses
said unto them, Have ye saved all the women alive? Behold, these caused the children of Israel,
through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor, and
there was a plague among the congregation of the Lord. Now therefore kill every male among
the little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him. But all the women
children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.

What was the “matter of Peor” you might ask? It’s found in Numbers 25 where the Lord sends a
plague against the people of Israel because while they were abiding in Shittim, the people
“began to commit whoredoms with the daughters of Moab.” So while the plague is going on and
people are dying left and right, Moses ordered his soldiers to kill everyone who had joined up
with a guy named Baalpeor and worshiped his gods. And then one Israelite came up out of the
congregation and presented his Midianite wife. So what’s a good Israelite to do now? Why, take
a javelin and run them both through, of course. verse 7: And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar,
the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin
in his hand; And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through,
the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children
of Israel. And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.

Also the punishment for a rapist found in Deuteronomy 22:28: If a man find a damsel that is a
virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with her, and they be found; Then the
man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be
his wife; because he hath humbled her, he may not put her away all his days.

And a little earlier in Deuteronomy 22:23: If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an
husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; Then ye shall bring them both out unto
the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she
cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so thou
shalt put away evil from among you.

Child Murder

Psalm 137 is a captive Israelite whining about Babylon’s conquest of Jerusalem: By the rivers of
Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps
upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there they that carried us away captive required of us



a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.
How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land? If | forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand forget her cunning. If | do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth; if | prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. Remember, O Lord, the children of Edom in
the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof. O daughter of
Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served
us. Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.

Hastings looked online and found an apologetic that maybe the Psalmist was being sinful in this
desire because there is no text about whether God approves of this or not, and there are lots of
other passages in the Old Testament about how sinful Israelites could be.

Unfortunately there is also 1 Samuel 15:2-3, which is a direct command for God to murder
babies: Thus saith the Lord of hosts, | remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid
wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly
destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.

And of course we have this nice aside in 2 Kings 2:23 And he went up from thence unto Bethel:
and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked
him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head. And he turned back, and
looked on them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord. And there came forth two she bears
out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them. And he went from thence to mount
Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samatria.

Human Sacrifice
Isaac

Jephthah makes a vow to the Lord in Judges 11:30: And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord,
and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, Then it shall
be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when | return in peace
from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord's, and | will offer it up for a burnt offering.
Now Jephthah probably assumed his dog would be first to greet him, but fortunately it was his
daughter instead. 11:34 And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his
daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only child;
beside her he had neither son nor daughter. And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent
his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one of
them that trouble me: for | have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and | cannot go back. And she
said unto him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me according to
that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the Lord hath taken vengeance for
thee of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon. And she said unto her father, Let this
thing be done for me: let me alone two months, that | may go up and down upon the mountains,
and bewail my virginity, | and my fellows. And he said, Go. And he sent her away for two
months: and she went with her companions, and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains. And
it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto her father, who did with her
according to his vow which he had vowed: and she knew no man.

The 10th plague, Exodus 11:4-6: This is what the LORD says: 'About midnight | will go
throughout Egypt. Every firstborn in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on



the throne, to the firstborn of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the
cattle as well. There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or

ever will be again.'
And, of course, Jesus

Hell



